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Our natural advantage is being wasted ....

A The Great Sandy Marine Park is the ONLY Marine Park in Australia (possibly the world ? ) that allows
unrestricted numbers of commercial fishers to NET in wh
ZONES !

A The Great Sandy Marine Park is a World Heritage listed area and has been designated as an important
Bi osphere Region under UNESCO in 2009. The Great Sandy
natural features, internationally recognised as having significant cultural and conservation values including
a RAMSAR Site, a major turtle ecosystem and home to Qu
population !

A Across the Fraser Coast region, catch rates for anglers have dropped from 7.8 fish landed per person per
trip in 1986 to 0.81 fish per person per trip in 2003. This is unfortunately the most current research but
concerns are that this decline continues even further today with localised depletion experienced across a
number of key species like Whiting & Golden Trevally .

A The majority of commercial fishers comply with regulations. However, there are many practices that are
exploitative, guestionable and almost impossible for the Fisheries officers to police.

A Our wunique natural asset should be a tourist mecca but
fishers and tourism, so that a small number of commercial fishers and associated businesses might benefit.

A Fishermen and tourists are well informed today via social media and are increasingly traveling to regions
with Net Free Zones like Mackay , Rockhampton & Cairns !

A The Fraser Coast desperately needs a sustainable economic boost. Other regions such as Northern
Territory are reaping the benefit of the economic multiplier effect that recreational fishing readily offers with
low input costs.



The Fraser Coast

A It has the largest unconsolidated coastal sand mass and
sand island in the world - World Heritage listed Fraser
Island.

A 1t has more fish diversity than the whole of the Great
Barrier Reef, being a crossover zone between tropical
and temperate waters.

A g hdas world recognized dugong population and sea grass
eds.

A Itis a major breeding feeding and mating area for marine
turtle species.

A Itis the renowned winter whiting recreational fishery,
attracting many interstate tourists staying for weeks to
months.

A Itis the recognised southern limit of wild barramundi on
the east coast of Australia.

A It has three major rivers with modern operational fish-
ways which are necessary for barramundi to breed.

A Itis the home to other globally iconic fish such as
threadfin salmon, permit (snub-nosed dart), bonefish,
golden trevally, snapper and triple-tail which will attract
visitors if their numbers can be allowed to rebuild.




Correct the Great Sandy Mar
STOP commercial gill-netting in our YELLOW CONSERVATION ZONES !

It is essential and appropriate that there be no commercial gill-netting for fish in the areas
currently marked as the Great Sandy Designated Area !



